Two Brazilian cases of IgA pemphigus.
IgA pemphigus is a rare, neutrophilic, acantholytic skin disorder with approximately 70 cases described in the literature. We report two patients with the subcorneal pustular dermatosis (SPD) type of IgA pemphigus. Initially, both patients were misdiagnosed as subcorneal pustular dermatosis of Sneddon and Wilkinson. The correct diagnosis was only made after detecting intercellular IgA depositions in the epidermis by direct immunofluorescence. Immunoblotting (IB) of normal human epidermal extracts, performed on both sera, was negative for Dsg 1, Dsg 3, BP 230, BP 180, 210 kDa envoplakin, and 190 kDa periplakin. ELISA for desmogleins (Dsg 1 and Dsg 3) showed that neither of the cases had IgA antibodies to Dsg. The c-DNA transfection test for desmocollins (Dsc) revealed that the IgA antibodies of both patients reacted with desmocollin 1. This result supports the hypothesis that the autoantigen in SPD type IgA pemphigus is desmocollin 1.